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against the Government and its officials. It was
alleged that not only were the authorities in London
willing to accept the evidence of the basest wretches
who offered themselves as informers to disclose re-
volutionary plots, but that emissaries of the Govern-
ment itself had in many cases hired and paid such
creatures to go about among the reformers and try
to get up insurrectionary plots in order that they
might betray them to the officers of the law. There
certainly did seem to be in many cases only too
much reason to believe that some such base system
was one of the weapons of the home Government.

VOL. I,